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Divided by a CommonLanguage:
The Babel Proclamationand its Influence in Iowa History

StephenJ. Frese
MarshalltownHigh School, Marshalltown,Iowa
Senior Division Historical Paper, National HistoryDay 2005 Competition

MRS. FRANZ STRACKBEINreceived a letter from her sister describingthe
events of November 11, 1918, in Lowden, Iowa. It was ArmisticeDay, celebrating the end of WorldWar I, but the scene in Lowden was anythingbut peaceful.
Mondaywe hadanawfultime.Peopleactedlikesavages.Theycamein mobsfrom
townsall aroundandonemobgottheministerandmadehimmarchthroughtown
carryinga flag.Thentheymadehimstandon a coffin...andkiss theflag whilea
bandfromanothertownplayed[the]StarSpangledBanner.On the coffin was
written,"Kaisernowrulerof Hell."....Thenhe wasorderedoutof town.'
The minister, Rev. John Reichardt, served the Zion Evangelical German
ReformedChurchin Lowden,a German-languagecongregationin a town where
the majorityof people were of Germanheritage.His crime:maintainingpridein
his Germanculturalroots and failure to abandonthe language of the enemy.2
The anti-GermansentimentduringWorld War I reacheda point where "people
speaking German on the street were attacked and rebuked."3Iowa Governor
William L. Harding legitimized such expressions of prejudice and war-time
fanaticism when he issued "The Babel Proclamation"on May 23, 1918.4 AntagonismtowardGermansand theirlanguageescalatednationwide,but Harding
became the only governor in the United States to outlaw the public use of all
foreign languages.Hardingunderstoodthe connectionbetween communication
and assimilation.He was convinced that destroyingthe vital bond of language
within ethnic communitieswould force assimilationof minoritiesinto the dominant culture and heighten a sense of patriotism in a time of war. Harding's
understandingof immigrantassimilationoffers insight into subsequentefforts to
superficiallycreateunity throughlanguagelegislation.

A Landof Immigrants
Throughoutthe nineteenthcentury,Iowa, along with otherMidwesternstates,
hopedto attractimmigrantsto increasethe state's population.In 1870, the Board
of ImmigrationpublishedIowa: TheHomefor Immigrants,in English, German,
Dutch, Swedish, and Danish languagesoffering "usefulinformationwith regard
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to the state for the benefit of immigrants and others."5By 1900, German
immigrantshad settled in all ninety-nine Iowa counties and representedthe
largestimmigrantgroupin the state.6
Historically, anti-Germansentiment surfaced throughoutthe United States
coinciding with waves of German immigration.7It reached a boiling point
during World War I when German submarinesattacked U.S. passenger and
merchantshipsin Europeanwaters.Americanswereoutraged.PresidentWoodrow
Wilson was reluctantto commit U.S. troops to a distant war that had already
claimed millions of lives since its beginning in 1914. In addition, the public,
including more than twelve million immigrantswho had arrived in America
since 1900, disagreed about the conflict and America's role in it. "It was
necessary for me by very slow stages...and with the most genuine purpose to
avoid war to lead the countryon to a single way of thinking,"Wilson wrote.8On
April 2, 1917, Wilson deliveredhis war message to Congress. "Theworld must
be made safe for democracy,"he stated.9 Four days later, the United States
declaredwar on Germany.
Wilson acknowledgedthat"millionsof men and women of Germanbirthand
native sympathylive amongstus....Should therebe any disloyaltyit will be dealt
with a firm hand of repression."'0War closed America's doors to immigration
and intensified nationalisticefforts to create a homogenous society. Once recruitedas hardworkingassets to the nation's economy, German-Americanswere
viewed with suspicion. Could they be loyal Americanswhile still speakingthe
enemy's language?
Governor Harding did not think so. The loss of one's native language,
Hardingbelieved, was a "smallsacrificecomparedto the good it could do saving
the lives of American boys overseas by curbing sedition at home."" As he
defended his language ban, Harding articulatedhis own fear that immigrant
communitiespossessed enough political power to subvertthe war effort. Ironically it had been the political strengthof the German-Americansthat propelled
him into office in 1917.12
In the Name of Patriotism
The systematic eradicationof German language and culture proceeded in
stages under the guise of patriotism.On November 23, 1917, the Iowa State
Council of Defense resolved "that the public schools of Iowa, supportedby
public taxation,shoulddiscontinuethe teachingof the Germanlanguage...in the
interest of harmonizingand bringing our people together with a common language, believing thus they would act more patrioticallyand more essentially
with a commonpurpose."'3Germanlanguageinstructorswere fired andGerman
textbooksburned.
Parochialschools where Germanwas the languageof instructionbecame the
next target.Immigrantcommunitiesrelied on parochialschools to communicate
their culture and traditionsto the next generation.When that foundationwas
attacked,ethnic culturalidentitiesdeteriorated.Engagedin a battleto prove their
loyalty to their adoptednation, German-Americansdid not aggressively resist
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efforts to restricttheir language and traditions."I am an American citizen of
German birth," wrote F. W. Lehman, in 1917. "Ancestry is one thing, and
allegiance is anotherand very differentthing, not in any way to be qualified by
ancestry....",14
To escape the stigma of disloyalty, many German-Americansaltered the
spelling of their family names. Berlin Township disappearedfrom Clinton
County; the more acceptable name of Hughes took its place. In Muscatine,
Bismarck Street became Bond
Street,andHanoverAvenue became Liberty Avenue. In
TAKE ASEAT UP
FRONT WfI'RE I
KossuthCounty,the towncalled
CANWATCh
YOUANDYOUWON'T
Germania was renamed
BE LOOKIN OVE0'
EA
ANYONEt SHOULD
Lakota.15
Eliminating all things German from the nation's vocabulary meant that children no
longer contracted German
measles-they
got liberty
measles instead. German fries
became American fries and
sauerkrautbecame liberty cabbage. "SauerKrautis a drugon
the Iowa market.... Folks won't
buy the food. They thinkit is of
Germanorigin.... The food used
to be a big seller. It still would
be if it wasn't for the suspicious

name."16

German newspapers disapfrom circulation and
peared
"Wherehe can be kept out of mischief?"-In a
November1917 cartoon,Des MoinesRegistercar- businesses with Germannames
toonist J.N. "Ding"Darlingillustratedthe fear that were branded un-American;
Germanimmigrantsto the UnitedStates wouldsup- they were traitorsin a time of
portGermanyin WorldWarI, reinforcingthe belief war. In a letter dated 15 April
that German-Americans
could not be trusted.
1918, Sam T. White, chairman
of the Scott County Council of
NationalDefense, broughtthe unpatrioticactivitiesof the GermanSavings Bank
of Tripoli,Iowa, to the attentionof H.J.Metcalf, secretaryof the StateCouncilof
National Defense.17
Q 1999JN. "Ding"
DariingFoundation

Enclosed[is]a draftontheGerman
SavingsBankof Tripoli....Youwillnotice...the
GermanCoatof Armson the face of it. It seemsan awfullystrangethingthata
bankin thiscountrycanputouta checkwiththeGerman
Coatof Armsonit andgo
unmolested."8
Metcalf promisedimmediateaction. "Thisis certainlya rottenproposition....
I am quite confidentthatit will be suppressed."19
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Communitiesoftentookpunishmentof "slackers"intotheirown hands.20Angry
mobs doused the homes and businessesof suspectedslackerswith yellow paint
while local authoritiestoleratedand sometimeseven encouragedit. Hardingwas
convincedthatlanguagediversitywas the sourceof such discord."Afterweeks of
carefulconsiderationon the partof the membersof the statecouncilof defense and
the prejudicemanyIowansdisplayedtowardtheirGermanGovernorHarding,"21
speakingneighborswas given the force of law when, on May 23, 1918, Harding
used his power of proclamationto ban the public use of all foreign languages.
Ironically,Hardingthoughtthe ban would eliminatecontroversyand unitepeople
duringa time of crisis,"preventingbloodshedandprobableriotin Iowa."22
Speak Only American
While the spotlight of hatred was focused on
Germanimmigrants,other ethnic groups in Iowa
were eager to climb aboardthe anti-Germanbandwagon. However, it was a small leap from antiGermansentimentto disdainfor all foreign traits.
The Babel Proclamationaligned all non-Englishspeakinggroupswith the German-speakingscapegoats. Accordingto Harding,all foreignlanguages
provided "opportunity[for] the enemy to scatter
propaganda."23Non-Germanethnic groups protested that their loyalty had been unfairly questioned. Bohemians, Scandinavians,French, Italians, and others of foreign birth sent messages to
WilliamL. Harding
GovernorHardingcondemningthe ban. "Inpractically every case the Governor[was] advisedthatthe languageof our allies and
friends shouldnot be classed with the languageof enemies."24Theircomplaints
were to no avail. Hardingassertedthatall provisionsof his proclamationwould
be strictlyenforced.Withoutthe vital bond of language,ethnic culturalinstitutions startedto crumble."Hardingwas ridingthe crest of a wave of intolerance,
and all objectorswere silenced."25
"The provisions of this proclamation,"Hardingstated, "have the force and
effect of law as authorizedby acts of the Thirty-seventhgeneralassembly."26He
also believed that the proclamationwas legal underthe first amendment.
The officiallanguageof the UnitedStatesandthe stateof Iowa is the English
but
language.Freedomof speechis guaranteed
by federalandstateconstitutions,
thisis nota guarantee
of therightto usea languageotherthanthelanguageof this
country--the English language.27

-be the only
Harding's proclamationrequiredthat English-or "American"2s
in
in public
of
instruction
and
all
conversation
schools;
language
public
private
places, on trainsandover the telephoneshouldbe in English;all public addresses
must be in English; and those who could not speak or understandEnglish were
requiredto conducttheirreligious worshipin theirhomes.29
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Most violations resulting in arrestinvolved party line telephone conversations. Switchboardoperatorsand eavesdroppersreportedinfractionsof the law
to authorities,fearingthatpeople speakingGermanwere collaboratingwith the
enemy. It is not surprisingthat people were willing to reportforeign conversations in light of the United States' nationwide propagandacampaigns. Giant
posters prominentlydisplayed in schools, post offices, and other public places
portrayedGermans as "green-eyed monsters"and beasts who would destroy
America.30Many states passed legislation establishing English as the official
language,but Iowa's overzealouslanguagerestrictionsmade GovernorHarding
the laughing stock of the nation when five Scott County farm wives were
arrestedfor speakingGermanduringa partyline telephoneconversation.31
The end of the war did not stop xenophobic attitudes, although Harding
repealedthe Babel Proclamationon December 4, 1918. "In orderto avoid any
misunderstanding,"
Hardingwrote,"noticeis herebygiven that said rules set out
in the proclamationof May 23rd,1918, are no longer in force as an executive
order."32However,Hardingdid not abandonhis supportfor languagerestriction
in Iowa. "Nationalunitycan be best maintainedby the employmentof a common

Z/
.........................................

DOR?
AX
r,

#77

77

Anti-German
hysteriawas a nation-widephenomenonin the UnitedStates duringWorld
War I. Propagandaposters such as this
one, "DestroyThisMadBrute"
by H.R.Hopps
(ca. 1916), fueled the perceptionthat Germans-the enemy-were beasts who must
be defeated.

Wartimepropagandacommunicatedsimple,
directmessages, creatingan understanding
that everything German was the enemy.
Posterssuch as thisone by FredStrothmann
(1918) were designed to elicitemotions including patriotism,sacrifice, outrage, and
hatred. The madness was contagious.
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vehicle of communication,and this vehicle in the United States...is the English
language."33He continued:
Whilewe welcomeenlightenedandthriftypeople...thisis notwiththeview...of
by themselvesandthereby
enablingthemto establishthemselvesin communities
thelanguageandcustomsof theirformercountry.[T]heyarewelcome
maintaining
to come,butforthepurposeof becominga partof ourownpeople,to learnanduse
ourlanguage,adoptourcustoms,andbecomecitizensof ourcommoncountry.34
In 1923, the U.S. SupremeCourtguaranteedcitizens the freedomto communicate in any language. Teaching German language courses in many Iowa
schools resumed in the 1930s. Societal pressurefor complete assimilationinto
the dominantcultureno longerprevailed,but the once strongGerman-American
community in Iowa had been irreparablyharmed.Many of their customs and
traditionswere lost to wartimeintolerance.
Theresounding
opinionso weakenedforeign-speaking
victoryof theanti-pluralist
in WorldWarI thatwhen,two generations
communities
later,opinionbeganto
reverse,the communitiesto benefitwereof differentnationaloriginsthanGerman.35
The Lens of History
Iowans might ratherforget this chapterfrom the state's history,but the Babel
Proclamationprovides a lens through which subsequent language legislation
may be understood.In 2000, Iowa's governorwas in a position reminiscentof
Iowa's early years as a state: recruitingimmigrantsto help bolster the state's
population and supplementa declining workforce. "[W]e need more people,"
stated GovernorThomas J. Vilsack when he declared three Iowa cities-Fort
Dodge, Marshalltown,and Mason City-model communitiesfor new Iowans,
makingthem a proving groundfor 21stcenturyimmigration.36
Recent efforts to recruit immigrantsare not without controversy."I'm not
naive enough to think that this is going to be sort of a Pollyannatype of deal,"
Vilsack said. "It's going to be a struggle."37As in the past, some Iowans find it
uncomfortableto hear conversationsthey cannot understand,criticizing immigrants who do not abandontheir own culture. Language is still central to the
immigrationdebate,giving rise to the same fears, questions,andmisunderstandings expressedtowardGerman-Americanswho remainedset apartin close-knit
ethnic communities:
Why[don't]theyblendintothelarger
Why[are]thesepeopleso self-contained?
community?
Why [do]theyinsistupontradingexclusivelywitheachotherand
stayingso close to home?Andespecially:Why[do]theykeeptalkingin an alien
aftergeneration?38
tongue,generation
On March4, 2002, the Iowa English LanguageReaffirmationAct formally
reestablishedEnglish as the official language of governmentin Iowa. The law
encourages"every citizen of the state to become more proficientin the English
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language,"but does not "disparageany languageotherthanEnglish or discourage any person from learningor using a languageotherthanEnglish."39Proponents claim that a common language is a unifying factor within a state. Others
remainconvincedthatlanguagelegislation will not build cohesive communities.
"Ihad seriousreservationsaboutsigning the EnglishLanguageReaffirmation
Act bill," Vilsack stated."Thebill actuallydid not change what was happening
in the state.Most official documentswere writtenin English.... [T]he impactof
this bill was insignificant,but the symbolic naturewas hurtful."40Iowa is not
alone in declaringEnglish the official language. Twenty-six other states have
approvedsimilarmeasures.41
The key to understandingconflicts arisingfrom
immigrationissues is rooted in history. For example,it is a commonmisunderstandingthatnineteenth- and twentieth-centuryimmigrantsassimilated immediately."All groupsbroughtalong cultural and religious practices; and all sought to
perpetuatethose practicesnot only for themselves
but also for theirprogeny."42Today, assimilation
follows the same patternthat it has for generations. The childrenof immigrantsadoptAmerican
habits.They learnEnglish quickly, often translating for their parents. Public schools accelerate
assimilation, as does America's consumer society. Today, however,immigrantsarelearningEnThomasJ. Vilsack
glish faster than earlier generations of newcomers.43
"Thelanguageissue is complex,"Vilsack admits."Fornew Iowansit is about
maintainingidentity and preservingculture.For Iowans who were born,raised,
or have lived here for a while, it is aboutsecurityand concernsabouta changing
economy thatmakes it harderto accept new citizens...."44Languagecommunicates elements of cultureand heritagewhile forming strongbonds within communities. Historically, GovernorHarding's Babel Proclamationdemonstrates
the extrememeasurescitizens andgovernmentsarewilling to employ to achieve
"peace and tranquility"45at the expense of liberty during a time of national
crisis. It is importantto understandthat forcefully shatteringthe bond of language to artificiallyunite all Iowans makes Iowa-and the nation-less safe for
the ideals of democracy.
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long. Uncertainty about how immigrantswould respond, especially those born in
Germany,played a key role in his decision andhelped me understandmore clearly the
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extent of the threat that the some U.S. government officials feared foreign-born
citizens might pose. I had seen a reference to this letter in a secondary source and
wantedto readthe full text of the letterfor myself. I checked the Libraryof Congress
web site but this letter was not among those digitized and availableon line, so I used
the web site's link for asking an archivista questionandbefore the end of the day was
notified thata copy of the handwrittenletterplus a typed transcriptwere alreadyin the
mail to me. It was greatto discover how accessible theircollections are,even to a high
school researcherhalfway across the country.
Personal Interviews

Kehrli,CliffordA. PersonalInterviewby StephenJ. Frese. 14 May 2005.
While sharingmy National History Day projectwith my maternalgrandfather,I
became more awareof the significanceof languageandculturerelatedto immigration
in history. GrandpaKehrli's parentswere born in the United States, but their parents
immigratedto northeastIowa from Germanyand Switzerland.GrandpaKehrli told
me about his memories related to persecutionof German-Americansduring World
War II when he was 10 years old. His mothergrew up in a home where Germanwas
spoken, and she and her mother and sisters often spoke German on party lines so
eavesdropperscould not understandtheirconversations.They had to stop thatpractice
duringWorld War II. Grandparecalled a Germanneighbor's visits to their farm and
listening to conversationsabout"the good Hitlerwas doing to get Germanyout of an
economic depression and reverse mass unemployment."But as World War II progressed the neighbor's views changed, as did their conversations. German was no
longer spoken as frequentlyand neighbors who were originally from Germanyendured acts of vandalismsuch as fences cut to let livestock escape. Our conversation
illustratedhow in times of waror nationalcrisis, people to look for a scapegoatandact
out againstthe identifiedenemy.
Vogt, Marth Tressau. Personal Interview by Stephen J. Frese. 11 May 2005. Tape
recorded.
Born in Germanyin 1905, MarthaTressauVogt came to the United Stateswith
herfamily in 1909. She lived most of herlife in ruralReinbeck,Iowa, andremembered
the nearby town of Berlin changing its name to Lincoln during World War I. I
interviewed Mrs. Vogt, who recently turned 100, in her room at a nursing home in
Reinbeck.Mrs. Vogt recalledthe challenges her family faced as they learnedEnglish
and remembered"makingdo" at a time of food shortagesduringWorld War I. She
also discussed ways her schoolmates communicatedtheir hatredfor immigrantchildrenfrom Germanyduringthe time when the U.S. was involved in the war.Mrs. Vogt
confirmed the impact of the propagandaposters distributedduringWorld War I. "I
figuredit couldn'tbe possible thatpeople would be thatcruel,"she said of postersthat
depictedGermanswith spikedhelmets andbloody fingers. "My schoolmatesbelieved
it and all the people thatwere Americansbelieved it. It's hardnow to understandwhy
they did,"Mrs. Vogt said. "People got to hate you, you know."
Governor William L. Harding Papers
Harding,William L. InauguralAddress, 16 January1919. State Historical Society, Des
Moines, Iowa.
The Babel Proclamationnearly cost Hardingthe 1918 election. Had the foreign
language speaking voters turnedout on Election Day in 1918 as they had two years
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previously when Hardingwon his first term, he would have been soundly defeated.
Instead,their liberties had been so trampledthey did not even vote, giving Hardinga
second term. Throughoutall of this Hardingstill staunchlydefended his position on
the language ban. His inaugurationspeech showed me that even though the war was
over and there was no further"need" to restrict languages, his disdain for foreign
language pushed him to continue supporting the proclamation's measures. "This
union of states called America is a nation, not an asylum. We are big enough, old
enough, and good enough to have a language of our own, loved and used by all
citizens," Harding stated in this speech. "If all loved the language, they would the
more desire to use it, for it has a beauty of expression and directnesspossessed by no
other language."
Harding,William L. Governor'sProclamation,23 May 1918 (laterknown as "TheBabel
Proclamation").Council of Defense Collection, Box 46. File: State Organizations.
Gov. Harding,Personal.Feb. 1918-July 1918. File 13. State HistoricalLibrary,Des
Moines.
"Everyperson should appreciateand observe his duty to refrainfrom all acts or
conversationwhich may excite suspicion or produce strife among people, but in his
relationto the public should so demeanhimself thatevery word and act will manifest
his loyalty to his countryand his solemn purposeto aid in achieving victory for our
army and navy and the permanentpeace of the world." Throughthis proclamation
GovernorHardingwent furtherto restrictforeign languageuse than any othergovernor in U.S. history;he outlawedthe use of any languageotherthanEnglish.This is the
reason I chose this topic. The discordand eradicationof the immigrants'communication ties resultingfrom this proclamationmade the topic very interestingto explore.
The restrictionson language coupled with the propagandathat the U.S. government
employed caused the misunderstandingthatall Germans,whetheror not they were in
cahoots with the Kaiser,were evil "green-eyedmonsters."
Harding,William L. Governor's Proclamation.4 December 1918. Council of Defense
Collection,Box 46. File: StateOrganizations.Gov. Harding,Personal.Feb. 1918-July
1918. File 13. State HistoricalLibrary,Des Moines.
The gunsof WorldWarI were silencedbutcriticsof foreignlanguagewere not.Gov.
notice is herebygiven
Hardingproclaimedthat"Inorderto avoidany misunderstanding,
that said rules set out in the proclamationof May 23d are no longer in force as an
executive order."This edict repealedthe "BabelProclamation,"but still demonstrated
thatEnglishshouldbe the only languageto be spokenin Iowa.
Harding'sunderstanding
He closed the proclamationby saying:"All shouldunderstandthatthey are welcome to
come but for the purposeof becoming our own people to learnand use our language,
adoptour customs,and become citizens of our commoncountry."This illustratedhow
deep his prejudiceranagainstforeignlanguagespeakers.
Holland,H. M. Letterto GovernorWilliam L. Harding.27 May 1918. Councilof Defense
Papers, Box 46, File 13: GovernorWm. L. Harding,Personal,Feb. 1918-Julyl918.
State HistoricalLibrary,Des Moines, Iowa.
Holland wrote to supportHarding'slanguage ban. "Yourproclamationregarding
use of foreign language is fully and unanimouslyendorsed by the membershipand
pastorof the NorwegianLutheranChurchof Benton County."This lettershowed how
some immigrant communities were willing to give up their language in order to
promotenationalunity and to prove theirloyalty to America despite the cost.
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Iowa and War: WarProclamations By GovernorHarding. Iowa City: State Historical
Society of Iowa, May 1918. William L. Harding Collections, Sioux City Public
MuseumPearl StreetResearchCenter,407 Pearl Street,Sioux City, IA.
DuringWorldWarI, The StateHistoricalSociety of Iowa issued monthlybooklets
containing the complete texts of all of Gov. Harding'sproclamationsissued during
that month. Finding this publication in the Harding collections at the Pearl Street
ResearchCenterin Sioux City helped clearup a discrepancythatsurfacedearly in my
research relating to the actual date Gov. Harding issued the Babel Proclamation.
Nancy Derr's work (see secondarysources) was among the first materialI consulted
duringmy research,and she listed the dateof the Babel Proclamationas May 14, 1918,
footnoting this SHSI publication.The May 14, 1918 date is partof the signatureand
date of the proclamationimmediately preceding the language proclamationin the
booklet, but the way the booklet is laid out with proclamationsrunningconsecutively
without page breaks,it was confusing. The language proclamationtext begins in the
middle of page 43 and concludes on page 47 with the signatureand date information,
"Done at Des Moines, this twenty-thirdday of May, 1918."
Archived Collections
Campbell,Macy. Papers.MS 77, Box 1, File 1. State Historical Society of Iowa, Iowa
City.
Macy Campbellwas the chairmanof the LibertyLoan Departmentfor Blackhawk
County.His paperswerefull of correspondencewithLibertyLoanofficersin Blackhawk
County. The letters illustratethe extreme efforts of the LibertyLoan Departmentto
make sure that foreign language ministersbought all the LibertyLoans they couldtheir fair share-so they didn't look unpatriotic.This demonstratedto me the fanaticism that surroundedthe ideas of patriotismand loyalty duringWorldWar I.
Harding,William L. Governor's ProclamationFor Release SaturdayNoon, May 25th.
Metcalf Papers,State HistoricalSociety of Iowa, Iowa City, Iowa.
This version of the Babel Proclamationis identicalin wording (but not format)to
the original documentdated 23 May 1918. Finding this version as it was released to
the press, dated25 May 1918, helped me to verify the date of the Babel Proclamation
and its application.I could find no mentions of the language ban as proposed by
GovernorHardingin newspaperspriorto this press release. Because of a discrepancy
in the date of the Babel Proclamationin other published commentary about the
languageban, it hadbeen suggestedthatperhapsthe elements of the proclamationhad
been implementedin the weeks priorto its actualsigning. Tracingthe proclamationto
the primarysources of its originalversions enabledme to verify the date.
Harm,William H. "GermanBorn AmericansMust Know the Truth."Speech Transcript,
27 June 1918. State HistoricalSociety of Iowa, Iowa City, Iowa.
Throughout 1917 and 1918, an incredible number of public speeches on warrelatedtopics were delivered to audiences throughoutthe United States. The public
had a strong traditionof public meetings which became forums for oratoriesabout
politics, religion, and self-improvement.After the United StatesenteredWorldWarI,
emotional appeals were used to mobilize public supportfor the war effort and these
speeches functioned in the same way as the war posters. This speech transcript
providedme an example of one such "stirringappeal,"as it was labeled. Delivered by
William Harm, the speech cautioned that, because they have been poisoned by
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propaganda,"The Germanborn citizens are loathe to believe the fatherlandguilty of
atrocities."Harm reminds German immigrantsthat "we swore that we would renounce the GermanEmperorand the Germangovernment,andthatwe would support
and defend this countryagainst all enemies, and we must be true to our oath."Harm,
who had served mayorof Bloomfield, Nebraska,said he was not ashamedof his own
Germanbirth,but thathe was "bitterlyashamedof thatgroupof men, who in theirmad
ambition,in theirinsane desire,have reachedout for worldpower anddominationand
broughtthis horriblewar to the world...those who have broughtdisgrace and shame
upon the Germanpeople that cannot be wiped out in a thousandyears."This speech
helped me understandwhy the German-speakingpeople, weakened by the weight of
the blame heaped upon them during the war, did not do more to resist language
restrictionssuch as Gov. Harding'sBabel Proclamation.
Metcalf, HerbertJ. Council of National Defense Papers. MS 74, Special Collections.
State HistoricalSociety of Iowa, Iowa City.
H. J. Metcalf worked for the U.S. Public Service Reserve and the Council of
National Defense during World War I, primarilyfrom 1917-1919. His papers were
importantto my researchbecause they provideda valuablesource of lettersand other
printedmaterialrelatedto mobilizationof citizens on the home front in Iowa during
World War I. I found these portions of his collections especially helpful to the
developmentof my project:
Box 6--General Correspondence,13 May 1917--14 January1918.
As Secretaryof Iowa's State Council of National Defense, Metcalf received and
respondedto numerouslettersrelatingto organizationof the Councilof Defense at the
county level. Many lettersreported"suspicious"activitiessuch as a school superintendent accused of "causing trouble along unpatrioticlines." Metcalf looked into the
allegations and found them to be false, but the exchange of letters aboutthis incident
showed me how volatile the climate was in the state and how easy it could be to be
brandeda traitorwith no evidence otherthansomeone's personalfearsand suspicions.
Box 7- GeneralCorrespondence,15
30 April 1918.
January-This file containedthe letter I quoted
in my paperregardingthe GermanSavings
Bank of Tripoli. It was very interestingto follow the communicationtrail relatedto
this incident throughthe letters in this file. Otherletters describedthe willingness of
Iowa public librariansto dispose of "anythingrotten"they find on theirshelves. Their
thoroughnesshad come to the attentionof officials at the national level who were
"muchimpressed."
Box 9--Iowa Council of National Defense Documents
In my paperI quoteda resolutionof the Iowa Councilof NationalDefense dated23
November 1917 thatrequiredschools supportedby public taxationto discontinuethe
teaching of German language. That document along with a typed summaryof responses Hardingreceived relatingto this and to the Babel Proclamationcame from
this portionof the Metcalf collection.
Box 10-Publicity
This file providedthe publicityrelease describingthe plight of sauerkrautbecause
of its German-soundingname. The cabbagebecame a "drugon the Iowa market"that
no one, reportedly,would consume. I also obtained the text of "An Act Relating to
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Offenses Against the State of Iowa and Providing for Punishment for Violation
Thereof' (24 April 1917) from this portionof Metcalf's collection. Broaddefinitions
of unlawful acts made this a frighteningproposal. In attemptingto defend liberty,
Iowans gave up a lot of theirfreedom.
WorldWarI Posters.Ray MurrayCollection. StateHistoricalSociety of Iowa, Iowa City
Iowa.
When I was in special collections in Iowa City, Mary Bennett (head of the
department)brought out some of the World War I propagandaposters from the
MurrayCollectionfor me to examine. Seeing these originalposterswas more amazing
thanI ever imagined,comparedto smallerversionspublishedin books andmagazines.
The large size of the posters helped me understandtheir impact. These monsterdepicting posters made it easy for me to see why the Babel Proclamationworked as
well as it did with little resistance.The posters made all Germanslook like monsters
and suggested that every Germanmight be in cahoots with the Kaiser. One of my
personal favorites is entitled: "Canvegetables, fruits and the Kaiser, too." It depicts
the Kaiser pickled in a canning jar. These government sponsored works of art
simplified issues and communicatedinformationrapidly and efficiently in an era
before radioandtelevision broadcasting.My interviewwith Mrs. Vogt confirmedthat
the posterssucceededin conveying the intendedmessage to the Americanpublic. The
propagandaconvincedAmericansof the enemy natureof Germansandhelped solidify
public supportfor U.S. involvement in World War I. More than 20 million copies of
the 2,500 posterswere createdanddistributedthroughoutthe countryin supportof the
U.S. war effort.

MuseumSources
Sioux City Public Museum,2901 JacksonStreetSioux City, IA. 22 March2005.
GovernorWilliam L. Harding(1877-1931) practicedlaw in Sioux City, and the
museumfeatureshim in an exhibit. The artifactsrelatedto his time as governorwere
interesting,includingitems relatedto his campaignfor governor,inauguralephemera,
and World War I documents and propagandaposters. Permanentexhibitions on the
history of Sioux City and the region housed in the museum helped me betterunderstand Harding's background and the place and era that shaped his political and
personalviews.
Sioux City PublicMuseumPearlStreetResearchCenter,407 PearlStreet,Sioux City, IA.
22 March2005.
This museumresearchcentercontainedmany documentsthatwere valuableto the
developmentof my paper.The archivistwas especially helpful, opening the facility
for me on a day it is closed to the public. The things I accessed included:
William Lloyd HardingCorrespondenceFile, SC-12, Folder#4.
Especially interestingin this file were long letters Hardingwrote defending himself against accusations made regarding the effectiveness of his leadership or the
appropriatenessof some of the things he said in speeches.
William Lloyd HardingSpeeches, SC-12, Folder#2.
Hardingwas known for his oratoryabilities;in fact, he continuedto be a favorite
speakerfor Republicanpartyevents long afterhis termas Iowa's governorhad ended.
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The speeches I accessed in this file related to wartimepatriotismand defending his
positions. Some of the copies were workingdrafts(and a few were handwritten),so it
was interestingto see his editing and revisions.
Scrapbooks:GovernorW.L. HardingCollection, Scrapbook#9, 1918.
Compiled by GovernorHarding'swife, CarrieM. LamoreuxHarding,this scrapbook containedchronologicallyarrangedclippingsfrom a varietyof Iowa newspapers
relatedto the languageproclamation,news of the Iowa Council of National Defense,
andHarding'ssecond campaignfor governor.Clippingsof importanceto my research
included:
"BohemiansAre Out After GovernorHarding."Sioux CityTribune,28 May 1918.
News of the Cedar Rapids Bohemian community's response to the language
ban quickly spread across the state. Bohemian leaders described the governor's
action as a serious mistake. However, their protestscame too late to protectthem
from the overzealous language control measures. It seemed ironic to me that
groupslike the Bohemianswere so willing to supportefforts to suppressthe rights
of Germans,but when theirown rightswere challengedthey believed the actionsto
be unconstitutional.
"CampaignWill Be An Exciting One."MaquoketaSentinel, 5 March 1918.
This editorial, written prior to the language ban, supportedwhat I learned in
secondarysources about the influence of German-Americanvoters in Harding's
first campaignfor governor,largely because of their standon the issue of prohibition. The writer predicted that German voters were dissatisfied with Harding's
supportfor theirpositions and would not vote for him again.
Candidacyannouncement.GrundyCenterRepublican,7 March 1918.
This announcementsummarizedHarding's "clean-cut 'America First' platform"for his second campaignfor governor.The articlerefersto growing animosity of Germanvoters towardHarding.
"GovernorHardingSettles the LanguageQuestionfor Iowa."Unidentifiedsource,
25 May 1918.
This articlewas representativeof hundredsof articlesannouncingthe governor's
languageproclamationand publishingits provisions.
"Gov. HardingWill Enforce Orders:Declares There Can Be No Half Way Measures In Use of English."Unidentifiedsource, 27 May 1918.
Direct quotes by Gov. Harding leave no doubt that he plans to enforce all
provisions of the language ban with no exceptions. Many people at the time
believed the proclamation'smeasureswould be softened,but this artclehelped me
understandHarding'sconvictions on this issue.
"GovernorHas OrderedState to Ban German;No ForeignLanguagesare
Permittedto be Taughtin Schools During War."DubuqueTimes-Journal,26
May 1918.
With its announcementof the proclamation,this articlebegan to speculate on
its implicationsfor the local communityand the state.
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"HardingMeantit All: Must Be No LanguageBut English in Iowa,"Fort Madison
Democrat, 27 May 1918.
People in Iowa were beginningto understandthe extentof the restrictionsin the
governor's language proclamation."I meant just what I said," the governor declared. "Fromnow on until the end of the war there is to be no other language in
Iowa but the English. It may inconvenience some, but it must be done." When
asked aboutBohemiandissent in CedarRapids,Hardingassertedthattherewould
be no exceptionsto the order.This helped me understandthe role languageplays in
assimilationand the importanceAmericansplaced on uniformityin languageas a
sign of Americanization.
"HardingOrders English Spoken Thruout [sic] State." Unidentified source, 25
May 1918.
The reporterstatedthatthe governor"declaresthese rules have been formulated
only with the thoughtof eliminatingcontroversyandunitingthe people in the war
crisis."Many articleslike this one attemptedto justify the ban andsoften its impact
on the state.
"Harding'sEdict StirsUp Action."Unidentifiednewspaperfrom Keokuk,27 May
1918.
This articledescribesefforts of Germanchurchesto observe the language ban
("It is conceded that there is no place for the Germanlanguage in Iowa..."), but
argues that other foreign language groups should not be subjected to the same
restrictions.
Iowa City Press CitizenEditorial,28 May 1918.
The editorialwriteracknowledgedthat the troublein some partsof Iowa over
the use of the Germanlanguage had become so intense that Hardingresponded
with an official expression "ratherthan to permittroublesto develop throughthe
action of self-constitutedlocal committees."The editorial cautiously supported
Harding,expecting that"therewill be explanationsand interpretationswhich will
serve to soften...the harsheraspectsof the proclamation...."This articlehelpedme
understandhow, when intoleranceproceedsin small increments,extremepolicies
can be put in place that would not have been accepted if the full extent had been
known up front.
"Iowa Should Act." TheDes Moines Register, 30 May 1918.
This editorial suggested that action should be taken to test the validity of
Harding'sexecutive order,saying that his action damagedIowa's reputationand
put the state in the same league with the Russian czar.
"Mass Meeting to Protest Against Harding'sAction." Cedar Rapids Gazette, 28
May 1918.
The CedarRapids Gazette was a good source for articles critical of Harding's
languageban because it was home to a largepopulationof Bohemians.This article
describedthe languageban as a bad political move and reprintedcriticalmessages
thathad been sent to Gov. Harding.
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"Only One Languagefor Iowa." WaterlooTimes-Tribune,28 May 1918.
This editorialraises questions regardingthe governor's power to issue such a
sweeping language ban, and questions the necessity of the ban. "By common
consent the German language was being eliminated everywhere. It was seen as
Germanpropaganda....Eliminationby common consent would have provedmore
satisfactorythaneliminationby governor'sedict." Still, the writerasserts thatit is
justified to insist thatimmigrantsconformto "ourlanguageand customs.If they do
not wish this, they can move."This helped me understandhow strongthe push was
for total assimilation.
"Speak American Language or Don't Talk in Iowa." KeokukGate-City,25 May
1918.
Notice of Harding'slanguage proclamationhit newspapersacross Iowa on or
soon afterthe text of the proclamationwas released to the press on 25 May 1918.
As the variousheadlinessuggest, newspaperstook a varietyof positions on the ban
and its meaning.
"TalkEnglish or Keep Still in Iowa."Perry Chief, 25 May 1918.
The extent of Harding'slanguageban came as a shock to many
Iowans
who were supportiveof banningGermanduringthe war, but not happy when the
ban was formalized by executive proclamationto include all languages but English.
"Talk, Teach, Preach Only In English, Is Harding's Mandate." The Ottumwa
Courier,25 May 1918.
This headlinecapturedthe essence of Harding'sexecutive proclamation.Communicationin schools, churches,and ordinaryconversationwere all impactedby
the proclamation.
"Teaching of German Must Be Stopped: Much Feeling is Arroused."Council
Bluffs Nonpareil. 26 May 1916.
This article was importantbecause it described the process by which Harding
developed the languageban, in cooperationwith the statecouncil of defense. None
of the documents I had located in collections of Hardingsmaterialsat the State
Historical Society of Iowa describedthe process or motivationbehindthe proclamation.
"Use of GermanLanguagein Iowa DuringWarAbolishedby Harding;AgainstAll
ForeignTongues Now." The CedarRapids Gazette,25 May 1918.
This articlepointed out that Germanwas no longer the only language targeted
by languagerestrictionsin Iowa duringWorldWar I and epitomizedthe resulting
anti-foreignsentiment.
Ward, Archie. "GovernorHardingDelivered a Strong Address at DubuqueCollege." DubuqueTimesJournal, 7 April 1918.
WardquotesHardingas predictingthatthe war would last an additionalthreeto
five years. This informationwas importantto me because it helped explain why
Hardingenactedthe ban on foreign languages.It had seemed strangeto take such a
drasticaction so close to the end of the war, but this articlehelped me understand
that Hardingexpected "a long, hardwar"that would take years to win.
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"We Should All Unite On the AmericanLanguage."Unidentifiedsource, 30 May
1918.
The editorialwriterwho contributedthis piece describedthe "evil of perpetuating any foreign language"offering strong supportfor the Gov. Harding'sproclamation and sharpcriticism of the Bohemiancommunityin CedarRapids for their
"hindranceto buildingup a patrioticspirit."
Newspaper Articles
Booth, William. "One Nation, Indivisible: Is It History?" The WashingtonPost, 22
February1988: Al.
Booth offered historical perspective to currenttrends in U.S. immigration.He
describedtoday's "secondgreatwave of immigration"as severely testing"thepremise
of the fabled melting pot, the idea, so centralto nationalidentity,thatthis countrycan
transformpeople of every color andbackgroundinto 'one America."'This showed me
that today's immigrationissues in Iowa mirrorwhat is going on in the nation as a
whole. It also conveyed that patternsand criticisms of immigrationand assimilation
have not changed.
Branigin, William. "ImmigrantsShunningthe Ideas of Assimilation."The Washington
Post, 25 May 1998: Al
Braniginprofiles a family of Mexican immigrantsliving in Omaha,Nebraska,to
illustrateattitudestowardassimilationamongthe new wave of immigrants."E Pluribus
Unum(FromMany,One) remainsthe nationalmotto,but thereno longerseems to be a
general consensus about what that should mean,"Braniginstates. He credits today's
emphasis on diversity and ethnicity as making it easier for immigrantsto avoid the
meltingpot all together."SaladBowl" and"Mosaic"metaphorsarenow used to convey
"moreof a sense of separatenessin describingthis nationof immigrants."Branigin's
descriptionof assimilationas a gradualprocessnationallyconfirmedwhatI hadlearned
aboutassimilationof immigrantsin Iowa fromDorothySchwieder'swork.
Challender,Mary. "HispanicsTie a Family Knot Where the HeartIs In Iowa." The Des
Moines Register, 15 May 2000: El.
This articlewas partten in a twelve-partseries publishedby the Registerto offer an
historical perspectiveon immigrationin Iowa. The series examined "Iowa's Roots"
based on four ongoing waves of immigrationculminatingwith the currentwave of
Hispanic immigrationto the state. This article-and the entire series-was helpful to
my researchbecause it showed that the patternsof immigrationhave not changed
much over the years. People come to improvetheir lives (for economic reasons or to
find political and religious freedom).They often settle in ethnic communitiesand try
to keep theirown culturalandreligious practicesalive. Adultshave difficulty learning
a new language because of the pressures of work and adapting to a new place.
Children, especially those attending public schools, help their families with the
transition.And each wave of immigrantsfaces the same criticisms:"they"won't learn
the language, and "they"refuse to assimilate.
MarshalltownTimesRepublican.Clippingsrelatedto immigrationand English language
legislation, 1994-2002.
In Marshalltownthere has been an influx of Hispanic immigrantssince the late
1980s. The articlesthatI reviewed were mostly abouthow Marshalltowncitizens have
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adjustedto their new neighbors.For instance, in 1996 the paperpublished an eightpartseries introducingthe communityto the cultureand traditionsof new immigrants,
most of whom come from Mexico, hoping to build trust and understandingwith
Marshalltown'sestablished community. These articles helped me comprehendthe
conflict that arises when significant numbers of immigrantssettle in communities
where they maintaintheirlanguage and otherelements of theirnative culture.
Okamoto, Lynn. "House Declares English Iowa's Official Language." Des Moines
Register. 26 February2002.
This article announcedthat the Iowa House sent a bill to Governor Thomas J.
Vilsack designating English the state's official language. Years of contentious debates, public hearings,and rallies on the issue lead to legislative approvalof the Iowa
English Language ReaffirmationAct. Okamoto's sources showed me how divisive
the language issue had become and it also helped me write up questions for my
interviewwith GovernorVilsack.
"OrdersGermanLanguageOut of All Schools in Iowa." Des Moines Register, 26 May
1918: 10A
The date of publicationwas one of the most significantpartsof this source for my
research. This article begins: "GovernorHarding yesterday issued the following
proclamation:"then goes on to reprintthe entiretyof the Babel Proclamationas it was
releasedto the press on 25 May 1918. Findingthe articlein TheDes Moines Register
enabled me to verify the timeline of the proclamationand its being enacted in Iowa.
Some of the secondary sources I accessed listed the date of the proclamationas 14
May 1918, citing a 1918 State Historical Society publicationcontaining reprintsof
Iowa war proclamationsas the source for the date andcontentof the Babel Proclamation. Going back to the primary sources allowed me to verify the actual date of
GovernorHarding'sexecutive proclamationbanning foreign language use in public
places throughoutIowa for the durationof WorldWar I. This articlewas also helpful
because at the end of the proclamation,there was a paragraphfrom an Associated
Press reportstatingthat the governor's language ban met with "vigorousprotestsby
Bohemian citizens [in CedarRapids] who constitutea thirdof the populationof this
city." Telegrams were reportedly sent to the governor by men representing the
Bohemians asking Hardingto recall the proclamation,lending supportto what I had
learned about other ethnic communities supporting restrictions as long as those
restrictionsdid not impacttheirown community;but when the restrictionshit home, it
was too late for proteststo have any impact.
Internet Sources
House File 2122: A bill for an act repealingthe Iowa English LanguageReaffirmation
Act and rules of constructionfor English languagelaws. 24 June 2004. Available online: <http://www.legis.state.ia.us/GA/80GA/BillHistory/HF/02100/HF02122>
(7 February2005).
Thisis the textof currentbill beforethe IowaHouseof Representativesintroducedby
Rep. WayneFord(D), House District65. Iowa GovernorThomasVilsack indicatedthat
this bill will not likely be debatedor passedthis year,but thathe does supportrepealof
the IowaEnglishLanguageReaffirmationAct. Examiningcurrentlegislationwas importantto my researchin orderto completethe partof my papershowinghow disagreement
over languageissues have resurfacedin Iowa politics andculturetoday.
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Iowa English LanguageReaffirmationAct of 2001. Senate File 165. Available on-line:
(7 February2005).
<http://www.legis.state.ia.us/GA/79GA/Legislation/SF/00165>
Much controversyled up to the passage of this law and it remainsa controversial
topic in Iowa today. Iowa became the 27thstate to enact recent legislation declaring
English as the state's official language.The law is mostly a symbolic measurewith no
real legal ramifications.Gov. Vilsack opposedthe legislationbut signed it because the
legislature promised additionalfunding for programsfor English language learners
within the state.
Mujica, MauroE. "The Iowa English Language ReaffirmationAct is a Victory for All
Hawkeyes."U.S. English,Inc. PressRelease, 2 March2002. On-line:<http://www.us(7 February2005).
english.org/inc/news/preleases/viewRelease.asp?ID=26>
Mujica's statementwas issued as a press release by the organizationU.S. English,
Inc., hailing "thehistoricpassage of official English legislation by the Iowa House of
Representatives...and we are astounded by the exaggerated retorts from self appointed leaders of minority groups."Mujica went onto describe "howls of protest"
aimed at the legislation despite polls showing that "majoritiesof Iowans had long
wanted English as the states official language." Coming from the self-described
"oldest and largest nonpartisancitizens' action group preservingthe unifying roll of
the English language in the United States,"I expected this source to be overflowing
with supportfor English language legislation. Their views helped me to understand
how volatile the languageissue remains.

Publications
"AmericanLoyalty by Citizens of GermanDescent." WarInformationSeries 6 (August
1917).
"Itis a very unhappyparadoxthatI cannotescape,"wrote C. Kotzenabe.His essay
and six others were compiled to make this pamphlet.They all write about the same
thing; they don't like the idea of going to war with theirhomeland,but since they are
Americans they know they must. This collection of essays shed a little light on the
difficulty that persons of Germandescent experiencedwhen they were pressuredto
give up theirheritagein orderto be "American."They held on to what they could and
then looked at what would be best for their neighborsand the new life thathad lured
them away from theirhomeland.
EducatingIowa's English Language Learners (ELLs):A Handbookfor Administrators
and Teachers.Des Moines: Iowa Departmentof Education,2004.
This resourcewas especially helpful to me because its introductionhighlightedthe
sociopolitical and educationalimpact of languages in Iowa schools today. There has
been a significantincreasein the numberof languagesrepresentedin Iowa and in the
nation. The handbookreflects the better understandingof the culturaland linguistic
differences of today's public school students.The first chapterdelves into the legal
implications of educating English language learners. It provided an overview of
federal legislation that "clarifiesthe currentlegal responsibilitiesof all United States
School Districtsfor the educationof English LanguageLearners."It showed me how
importantmy topic is in history, and how significantit remainstoday.
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Iowa: A Homefor Immigrants.Des Moines, Iowa: Mills & Co., 1870.
This guidebookwas publishedto attractforeignimmigrantsto Iowa. It advertisedall
of the opportunitieswithinthe stateandincludeda map.Publishedin English,German,
Dutch, Swedish,andDanishlanguages,the book was sent to easterncities in the United
States where there were large concentrationsof foreign-bornresidentsand to Europe,
hopingto attracthard-working,industriouspeople to the state.I found it ironicthatonly
a few decadeslater,an anti-foreignattitudepermeatedIowa (andthe nationas a whole)
and foreign-bornpeople along with theircustomsand languageswere suspect.I found
this resourcein the collectionsof the StateHistoricalSociety of Iowa in Iowa City.
Marshalltown,Iowa: Model Communityfor New Iowans. MarshalltownModel Community Task Force:2002.
This reportsummarizesthe workof the MarshalltownModel CommunityTaskforce
as it seeks to attractand welcome new residents,especially immigrants.As one of the
governor's model communities, Marshalltownhas invested a significant amount of
resourcesto make the Hispanic populationa partof the community.This reportwas
very helpful to me because it illustrated how some Iowa communities today are
workingto welcome immigrantsand solve the conflicts that arise.
Secondary Sources
Articles
Allen, Leola. "Anti-GermanSentimentin Iowa DuringWorldWarI."Annals oflowa 42
(1974): 418-429.
Allen's article discusses the agencies created by the federal government during
World War I that assumedcontrol over traditionallyprivateenterprises.Passage of a
nationalsedition act increasedgovernmentalpower over thoughtand speech, escalating concernfor loyalty andpatriotismto levels of paranoiain many places throughout
the nation.This was an importantissue in Iowa becausemanyIowans were of German
birth or ancestry.Throughthis article I began to understandthat the wartimefear of
disloyalty gave William Harding an excuse to act on his own personal prejudices.
Allen writes that Hardingdid not outwardlyquestion the loyalty of GermanAmericans, but believed that "the various nationalities living in Iowa could and should
become more thoroughlyAmericanized."Hardingbelieved that"misunderstandings"
resultedfrom foreign languages.Harding'sextension of restrictingGermanlanguage
in Iowa to banningall foreign languages seems consistent with his beliefs.
Beiler, Rosalind J. "German-SpeakingImmigrantsin the British Atlantic World, 16801730. Organizationof American Historians Magazine of History 18, No. 3 (April
2004): 19-22.
This article describedpatternsand reasons for Germanmigration,examining the
religious communicationchannelsthroughwhich early informationaboutthe American colonies was disseminatedto potentialimmigrantsand the kinds of information
(often promotionalliteraturesimilarthe one publishedby the Iowa ImmigrationBoard
in 1870 cited earlier)upon which Germansbased theirdecisions to immigrate.It was
interestingto learnthatGermanswere recruitedto settle in Britishcolonies in America
duringthe periodcovered by this article,just as they were recruitedin Iowa duringthe
19t century.Beiler's article helped me understandthe largercontext from which the
Iowa immigrationstory emerges.
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Davidson, MargaretE. "The Homefront:Hamburg,Iowa." The Palimpsest 60, no. 4
(July/August1979): 116-120.
The authordescribesgrowingup in an Iowa town nearthe Missouriborderthathad
been settled by Germans,but had few people of Germanancestryliving there at the
onset of WorldWarI in Europe.Anti-Germansentimentrose steadily in the community, ignitedby the sinkingof the Lusitaniain May 1915. Germanclasses ceased at the
high school and little childrenwere taughtto hate the Kaiser.Vandalsbrokewindows
and splashed yellow paint inside and outside the Lutheranchurch. On a fall day in
1917, Hamburgresidentslit a bonfire and burnedGermanbooks while the gathering
crowd waved flags, yelled, danced, and tossed more books into the flames. The war
came to an end in Hamburg,Iowa as Armistice Day crowds grew "largerand uglier
and drunkeruntil the whole block was packed solid with raging,screamingmen"who
were tryingto lynch a merchantaftersmearinghis storewith yellow paint.Forme, this
accountbringsto life all of the letters and documentsoutliningpolicy that I accessed
in the Metcalf papers.It made me wonder if those who set the policies had any clue
how angrymobs would enforce them.
Derr, Nancy. "The Babel Proclamation."The Palimpsest 60, no. 4 (July/August 1979):
98-115.
This article is a condensed version of the chapterfrom Derr's dissertationcited
below that deals specifically with the Babel Proclamationand its repercussionsin
Iowa during World War I. After reading the overview provided by this article, I
acquireda copy of the dissertationfor more in-depthinformation.
Derr,Nancy. "Lowden:A Study of Intolerancein an Iowa CommunityDuringthe Eraof
the FirstWorld War."TheAnnals oflowa 50, no.1 (Summer1989): 5-22.
In her article Nancy Derr wrote: "Lowden, Iowa, experienced some of the most
blatantformsof intolerancethatflaredup duringthe monthsof Americanbelligerency
in the world War of 1917-18." That was most certainlytrue. The people of Lowden
were mostly of Germandescent and they did not relinquishtheirculturalroots easily;
this unwillingnessto assimilatemade surroundingtowns folk so angrythatthey came
in mobs to "cleanse" the town. This article opened my eyes to how brutal and
inhumaneways of enforcingthe Babel became.
GrandLodge Bulletin 38, no. 9 (November 1937): 316-320.
GovernorHardingwas a life-long memberof the Masons. This issue of the Grand
Lodge Bulletin was a tributeto GovernorHarding.The strangething was therewas no
mention of Babel Proclamation.In every othersource with biographicalinformation
about Hardingthat I had readup until finding this bulletin, the language ban was the
most prominentthing mentioned.This source did offer some insight into Harding's
early years and helped me understandwhy he made some of the choices he did.
"It's the Law-Speak English Only!" The Goldfinch Magazine 3, no. 2 (November
1981): 12, 13.
In this issue of The Goldfinchthere was a series of articlesdealing with the waves
of immigrantsthatcame to Iowa. One of the articleswas aboutLowden,Iowa, a town
thatwas hit very hardby the anti-Germansentimentsurroundingthe FirstWorldWar
because of its citizens were mostly of German descent. These articles told of the
sometimeshate-filledexperiencesthe German-Americanswere forcedto endure.This
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source showed me what it was like for a citizen of Germandescent to live throughthe
Babel Proclamationand the suppressionof theircultureand language.
Kreimer,Susan. "Half of State Has GermanPast." The Des Moines Register, 27 March
2000: El.
Kreimer's featurewas part of a Register series focusing on immigrationin Iowa
history.The Register identified four ongoing waves of immigrationover the last 200
years. Not only did the writeridentify those waves of immigration,she also explained
why they happened.But perhapsthe most helpful elementof this series was the timing
of these articleswas superb.The series was publishedduringa time of growing antiimmigrantsentiment aimed at the most recent newcomers to Iowa; this article was
writtento remindreadersthatall Iowanscame fromdifferentlandsin the not so distant
past.
Mitchell, Jane. "The New Kid in Town." The GoldfinchMagazine 3, no. 2 (November
1981): 10.
Writtenfor students,this articlegets you thinkingaboutwhat it is like to move to a
foreign countrywhere you don't speak the language and all the customs--including
food, clothes, and pastimes--are strange.The articleprovidedimportantinformation
for my research,helpingme understandwhy people chose to move to Americaandthe
challenges they faced when they got here. It describedhow most ethnic groups that
came to Iowa establishedschools, churches, and social halls so they could maintain
theirlanguageand traditionsand teach these things to theirchildren.The information
presentedin this article confirmedwhat I have read elsewhere and observed among
immigrantswhere I live: it is much more difficult for older immigrantsto learna new
languageandchange theirways of doing things. Kids find it much easier to adjustand
those who attendpublic schools usually assimilate quickly.
Phillips,Charles."Imagesof War."ThePalimpsest59, no. 6 (November/Decemberl978):
176-181.
This articlein the Palimpsest is a lot like WakeUp, America: WorldWarOne and
the AmericanPoster. There are a lot of awesome images of propagandapostersin the
article.This helped me to understandhow the Americanpeople viewed Germansafter
being conditionedby the images on the posters.
"WhoCame to Iowa?"The Goldfinch3, no. 2 (November 1981): 14.
This Goldfincharticleconsisted mainly of chartsandgraphsthatmadecensus data
relatedto foreign-bornIowans easy to understandand compare.It was amazingto see
the numberof people that were affected by the Babel Proclamation.
Wilson, Robert."FearItself." TheAmericanScholar 74, No. 1 (Winter2005): 4.
Wilson, editor of the Phi Beta Kappa Society journal, wrote this essay as an
introductionto the Winter2005 issue focusing on understandingIraq.The title caught
my attentionbecause fear and misunderstandingseemed to be at the heartof most of
what I have learnedabout the treatmentof German-AmericansduringWorld War I.
The ideas in his essay seem timeless- they seem to relateto all times of nationalcrises
showing how Americanswant to "do something"when this nationis threatened,and
sometimes what is done (such as language bans or relinquishingfreedom for the
illusion of safety) is more dangerousthanthe originalthreat.
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Wrede, Steven. "The Americanizationof Scott County, 1914-1918." Annals of Iowa 44
(1979): 627-638.
Wredearguesthatthe public attitudetowardcitizens of Germandescent "changed
from positive to negative quite abruptly"when the U.S. enteredWorld War I. This
article was helpful to my researchbecause Wrede first describedthe nationalcontext
that gave rise to acting out on anti-Germanfeelings, then providedexamples from an
Iowa community of the types of coercion that forced citizens of German birth or
ancestryto give up their language, customs, schools, and social societies in orderto
prove theirloyalty to America.The forced andacceleratedassimilationwas successful
because the county council of defense had createdsuch a climate of fear among the
German-Americanpopulation.

Books
Bonvillain, Nancy. Language, Culture,and Communication:TheMeaning of Messages.
FourthEdition.Upper Saddle River, New Jersey:PrenticeHall, 2003.
Bonvillain's chapter on multilingual nations discusses the role of the English
language in many countries and described other countries' establishmentof official
languages. In countriesotherthan the United States, identifying an official language
does not seem to be such as divisive issue. In the section on the Unites States,
Bonvillain summarizedrecenttrendsin laws governingminoritylanguagerights.This
helped me understandIowa's languageconflicts in context of nationaltrends.
Kennedy,David M. OverHere: TheFirst WorldWarand AmericanSociety. New York:
Oxford UniversityPress, 1980.
This source was vital to my researchbecause it establishedthe landscapeof antiforeign bias at the national level during World War I that provided context to
understandwhat was going on in Iowa at the time. While my projectfocused on Iowa,
it was importantto rememberthat this happenedall across the United States since it
was perceivedthatthe languageand cultureof immigrantcommunitiesthreatenedthe
wartime quest for nationalunity on the home front. It also helped me to understand
how the councils of defense were organizedat the state, county, and local levels and
how these councils often functioned as little more than vigilante groups to punish
those who were suspected of being "slackers"-those perceived to be less than 100
percentsupportiveof the United State's efforts in the war. This volume explainedthe
process PresidentWoodrowWilson went throughto come to the decision to enterthe
European war, offering information I had not previously encountered. President
Wilson was concernedthat U.S. opinion would be fragmentedbecause of the number
of foreign bornpeople in America, and he fearedall the progressivereformsin labor
and trust-breakingthathad been accomplishedwould not survive a prolongedwar.
Lafore, Laurenceand Alan Spitzer."WorldWar I Posters from the Ray MurrayCollection at the State HistoricalSociety." ExhibitCommentary,State HistoricalSociety of
Iowa, Iowa City.
According to Lafore and Spitzer, "The war posters of 1914-1918 are among the
most remarkableandevocative remindersof what was known as the GreatWar.They
were demonstrationsof something new in the history of warfare:the attempt by
governments to involve the entire population in the national war effort." Posters
played on peoples emotions, convinced them to supportLiberty Bond drives, and
made it patrioticduty to devote industrialand agriculturalresourcesto the war effort.
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Posters were part of a highly successful propagandadrive because they appeared
everywhere, were cheap to produce, and had strong visual impact. They communicated the message of America's war effort to educated and illiterate alike. This
commentaryaccompaniedthe exhibition of some of the propagandaposters in the
Iowa State HistoricalSociety in Iowa City, Iowa.
Mills, George S. Rogues and Heroesfrom Iowa's AmazingPast. Ames, Iowa: Iowa State
UniversityPress, 1972.
George Mills wrote for Iowa newspapersfor decades includingalmost 30 years as
a legislative reporterand political writer for The Des Moines Register. This book
describes what Mills called the "cyclical flow of events" in Iowa history, an assessment that seemed fitting to my paperwhich examines the recurringtheme of conflict
over foreign language in the state. In this volume, Mills described an argument
between then-governorof Iowa William Harding and Cyrenus Cole, editor of the
CedarRapidsRepublicannewspaper,provokedby formerpresidentWilliam Howard
Taft while the three ate breakfasttogether one morning. Cole maintainedthat the
languageban was unconstitutional,even in a time of war. "I went so far as to tell the
governorthatif my motherwere still living, I would call her up on the telephoneandin
his hearingtalkwith her in a foreignlanguage.If he arrestedme for doing that,I would
announcemyself as a candidatefor office anddefeathim,"Cole stated.This exchange
showed me that the press would be a good source for opinions opposing Harding's
proclamation.
Rawls, Walton. Wake Up, America: WorldWarI and the AmericanPoster. New York:
Abbeville Press Publishers,1988.
I spent hours going through this book examining all of the U.S. propaganda
posters. Seeing them helped me understandhow easy it would have been for anyone
living in this countryduringWorldWarI to suspecttheirGerman-speakingneighbors
of collaboratingwith the enemy. The posters portrayedeverything Germanas evil,
and everything American as virtuous and righteous. After seeing the posters in the
State HistoricalSociety's collection firsthandthen examiningthe extendedcollection
in this book, I was temptedto change my topic for this year's NHD projectto focus
exclusively on the role of propagandaposters in the U.S. war effort. Initially, U.S.
involvement in World War I was not a popular cause that generated wide-spread
support. Americans were reluctant to get involved in what they perceived to be
Europe's war. To build supportfor American involvement in World War I, public
opinion had to be turnedaroundquickly. Posters simplified the message and communicatedinformationin a way thatmobilized Main Streeton the home front.American
propagandaposterslaterinfluencedAdolf Hitlerwho was a corporalin WWI. He was
impressed with the compelling simplicity of posters in communicatingthe desired
message and their ability to generatethe desiredresult.
Sage, LelandL. A History of Iowa. Ames, Iowa: Iowa State UniversityPress, 1974.
The author,Leland Sage, taughthistory at the University of NorthernIowa from
1932 to 1967 where, he stated,his chief interestas a teacher"wasin the stimulationof
studentwritingin the field of Iowa history."In this book I found supportof the census
figures that I found in other sources. Plus it had charts, showing the locations of
settlementof the immigrantscoming to Iowa, which were very helpful.
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Schwieder,Dorothy.Iowa: TheMiddleLand. Ames, Iowa: Iowa State University Press,
1996.
Dorothy Schwieder was Professor of History at Iowa State University. In this
book, she offers insight into the politics, economy, and culturaldiversityof Iowa. Her
chapterson immigrationhistory, trends,and patternsof assimilationprovidedessential backgroundfor my research.This book also challenged the popularnotion that
immigrantsof previous generationsquickly assimilatedinto their new communities,
relinquishingtheirheritageto the melting pot. This helped me see the misunderstanding perpetuatedtoday when people complain that "the currentcrop of immigrants
refuses to assimilatelike our ancestors...."
Schwieder, Dorothy; Thomas Morain, and Lynn Nielsen. Iowa Past to Present: The
People and the Prairie. Ames, Iowa: Iowa State UniversityPress, 1989.
In the eighth chapter, "Settlers from Many Lands," the stories of immigrant
families are told. This book was helpful in thatit had the Germangroupalongside the
Scandinavians,the Italians, and may other immigrantgroups and one could see the
similaritiesand the differencesin the way each of the groupswere treatedwhen they
came to Iowa.
Wall, JosephFrazier.Iowa: A History.New York:W. W. Norton& Company,Inc., 1978.
Wall's book was a valuable source for understandingthe context of both the
progressivepolitics and the xenophobichysteriaprevalentin Iowa duringWorldWar
I. Dr. Wall taughthistory at GrinnellCollege in Iowa. His book provided anecdotes
about enforcementof the Babel Proclamation,including the example I used in my
paper of the five farm wives who were arrestedfor speaking Germanduring a rural
partyline conversation.
Unpublished Dissertation
Derr, Nancy. "Iowans During World War I: A Study of Change Under Stress." Ph.D.
diss., George WashingtonUniversity, 1979: 368-424.
In thischapterof herdissertation,NancyDerranalyzedGovernorHarding'slanguage
ban and it impacton Iowans.Her articlethatappearedin ThePalimpsest,listed above,
was taken from this chapter.Besides getting more details, going back to her original
annotatedwork led me to many newspaperarticles and other documentsthat were
importantto my research.In herdissertation,Derrlists the dateof the proclamationas 14
May 1918. (I foundthis to be curioussince the copy of the proclamationI acquiredfrom
Gov. Harding'sfile showedthatthe executiveorderwas signedon May 23, 1918.) Derr
footnotedthe date she used to a 1918 StateHistoricalSociety Publication,which I was
unableto locate in the SHSI collections,butby locatingthe originalproclamationI was
confidentthatthe datewas 23 May 1918. I laterfoundthe SHSIpublicationDerrcitedin
the Sioux City archives,discoveredthe sourceof hererror,andconfirmedthe dateof the
languageproclamationto be 23 May 1918.
Internet Sources
Baron,Dennis. "OfficialAmericanEnglish Only."On-line:<http://www.pbs.org/speak/
(7 February2005).
seatosea/officialamerican/englishonly/>
The authoris a professorof English and linguistics at the Universityof Illinois at
Baron's on-line articleillustratedthatthe "English-only"debate
Urbana-Champaign.
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has ragedsince the late 1700s in Americaandrelatedearlyefforts to outlaw Germanto
more recentmeasuresto discouragebilingualism.His work helped me understandthe
context for Iowa's language laws and his bibliographyled me to other sources that
were importantto my research.
"ConstitutionalTopic: Official Language." On-line: <http://www.usconstitution.net/
consttop_lang.html>(7 February2005).
The Constitutionaltopics pages at the USConstitution.netsite allow researchersto
delve deeper into constitutionalissues. No official language is mentionedor contemplated in the United States Constitution,but, accordingto this discussion, an amendment to the constitutionis introducedin almost every session of Congress to adopt
English as the official language of the United States. This site included the text of
language amendmentscurrentlybefore congress. It also provided links to groups
opposed to establishinga nationallanguage, such as the ACLU, and to proponentsof
the legislation like U.S. English, Inc. This helped me achieve balancein my research.
Conte, Christopher."Strangerson the Prairie."GoverningMagazine,January2002. Online: <http://www.governing.com/archive/2002/jan/immig.txt>
(25 February2005).
Governing is a monthly magazine whose primary audience is state and local
government officials including governors, legislators, mayors and others, but the
magazine's online archives allowed me to access a story about the currentphase in
Iowa's immigrationstory. According to Conte, "Iowa's immigrant-friendlypolicies
aren't wildly popular among its residents, but the state has little choice. It needs
people." Conte explored Americanattitudestowardimmigrationafterthe September
11, 2001, terrorist attacks and the concerns of expressed toward Iowan's today
regardingthe currentwave of immigrants,this time from Mexico ratherthanEurope.
This article helped me see how the same issues surface with each new wave of
immigration.
Crawford,James. "A Nation Divided by One Language."GuardianUnlimited,8 March
2001. On-line:<http:www.guardian.co.uk/>
(24 February2005).
In this article, James Crawford,a formerWashingtoneditor of Educationand a
lectureron the politics of language, argues that politics still obscure the real debate
about the United States' language policy. Crawfordquotes linguist Einar Haugen's
observationthat"America'sprofusionof tongues has made her a modem Babel, but a
Babel in reverse."For my research,Crawford'sdiscussion of the legal vs. symbolic
effects of laws governing language was the most helpful. He also challenges the
common belief that immigrantstoday refuse to learn English. He claims that as the
populationbecomes more diverse, newcomers seem to be acquiringEnglish language
skills more rapidlythanever.
Horton,Loren. "CzechCulturein the Midwest."www.kl2connections.iptv.org/community/SupportDoccs/Czechs.rtf
"The Czechs, with their unique and rich tradition, made a distinct mark on
American life." In this internetarticle the authorillustratesthe experiences of many
Czech immigrantsafter they uprooted and moved to the mid west. Much of their
experiences parallelthose of the Germansociety. This source showed me all foreign
born people were distrustedduringthe time of the FirstWorld War.
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Jacobs, ArthurD. The Freedom of InformationTimes. On line: <www.foitimes.com/
internment/>(16 March2005).
This web site containsresearchmaterialsrelatedto the treatmentof U.S. andLatin
Americansof GermanancestryduringWorldWarII. Linksto primarysources such as
digitized New YorkTimes articles and autobiographicalaccounts of internmentand
other discriminationhelped me compare experiences of German-Americansduring
both world wars and helped me decide to narrowmy topic to cover languagerestrictions in Iowa because the overall experiences of German-Americansduringthe two
wars was too big for one NHD project.
Merrill,Dr. Peter C. GermanImmigrantCulturein America, Syllabus 1994; rev. 1998.
On-line: < http://www-lib.iupui.edu/kade/merrill/home.html>
(16 March2005).
Merrilldescribedhow millions of Americansfelt a degreeof emotionalattachment
to the Germanlanguage and Germanculturepriorto World War I. Germancultural
ties were reinforcedthroughchurchmembershipandGermansocial clubs. By the time
the U.S. enteredthe war in 1917, "Americanpublic opinion had begun to seize upon
the idea that true Americanismentailed rejection of all foreign values even to the
extent of giving up the use of any foreign language."Merrillassertedthatthis type of
nativistic thinking"has a long history in the U.S. and is with us still today, but was
blown into grotesque proportions"when America entered the war. His information
helped me put the Iowa experienceduringWorldWarI into perspective;the treatment
of Germansin Iowa was much the same as in the rest of the nation. Also helpful in
Merrill's course was a comparison between World War I treatmentof GermanAmericans and the situation in World War II. "Although hard times in Germany
duringthe 1920's had broughtmany new immigrants,"Merrillasserted,"theGerman
language had much less importancein the U.S. on the eve of World War II than had
been the case on the eve of World War I." Language was not a significang target
duringWorld War II, but distrustof Germanancestryled to governmentsanctioned
internmentof thousandsof German-Americans.The World War II experience was
beyond the scope of my paperbut helped me understandhow times of nationalcrisis
cause what Merrillcalled "nativistic"responses.
State Historical Society Prairie Voices Curriculum.www.iowahistory.org/education/
andwww.iowahistory.org/education/heritage_curriculum/
heritage_curriculum/timeline
timeline2
This internetbased curriculumfor teaching Iowa History providedtimelines that
helped me understandthe significance of my topic and where my project fit into
Iowa's history. Learning where my topic occurred in history helped me look for
contextualinformation.
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